PRESS RELEASE

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the BotsBureau of
Standards and ASTM International in Geneva, Switzerland, in September 2007.

ASTM International, originally known as the American Society festing and Materials
(ASTM), is one of the largest voluntary standards developmenhiaegeons in the

world. It provides technical standards for materials, productemgsand services. As
such ASTM plays a leadership role in addressing the standaodizegeds in the global
marketplace.

By way of the MoU, BOBS will gain access to the full cotien of ASTM International
standards (12 000 standards for 90 industrial sectors) and may Ut#see standards as
the basis for Botswana National Standards (BOS Standards).

With the increased need for countries to trade and compete fhetsaand, in particular
for Botswana to increase its ability to trade in the Amerioankets, it may be necessary
that standards developed by BOBS should take cognizance also ofthesards that
are developed with international participation and applied globally.

Further information on ASTM standards can be obtained from the B@f8nation
Centre.
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